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Lopal Qppzznti;es. :
VINDICATION

| Defign and Promoters of their late EHumble oA ddnﬁ'
. to His. Majefty. o

T has always been the Policy of our Phanatick, Mathivilians to obtsude the Execu-
tion of thelr Rebellious Defigns upon the ‘moft Rath and unthinking fort of
men : And upon this Account we find:in- the Story of the late Times) That
the giddy Multitude beigg betray’d into Infurrectionsby the fpecious Ptetences of
Contending for their own. Libertiés. and Riglits, wds thought the! moft likely

Way to work the Subverfion of the Government, as well Civil as Ecclefiaftical,

And for the fame Reafon were {everal Apprentices of the City of -Londori impofed
upon, and made ufe of by the Broachers of that horrid Rebellion : for that fome of them
wanting the benefit of Education, and all, of Experience, they might be the more eafily
inftigated to give thefirft Onfet upon Magiftracy. Accordingly in the Year 1640:
May, 9. We jfind a Paper fixed at the Exchange; to Exhort the Apprentices to Sack
the Ht’;ufc of the Lord Arch-Bithop of Canterbsry at Lambeth 3 which:about so6 of
them were drawn in to Attempt accordingly, though they were there repulfed, and
fome of them afterwards made an Example for their In{olence : And this we may con=
clude was a Proje@ not Originally their own, but of fome Fa&ious Engineers, who
thought it their Intercft to let them on work. A

The next Account we have of them in the Hiftory of thofe Times, is when no
lefs than 6co were difpofed to March to White-Hall to demand Juftice' againtt the
Earl of Strafford, whereof the greater number were Apprentices. - :

And again to draw nearer in their Affionts to Majefty, we after hear- of feveral
Mutinous Apprentices, who in a Tumultuous manner reforted to hite-Hall and
Wetminfter, to the Affrightment of the King himfelf. .

-And to fill up the meafure of their Wickednefs, In the next place we find many of
them in the Year 1648. Lifting themfelves into Effex’s Army, by the invitation of the
Rebells, who had taken care to free them from their Servitude upon that Condition,

But the Ingenuous Lads could not always be fo abufed, For when his Eate ‘Majefty
was a Prifoner, in deteftation of fo vile an A&, we find the Apprentices ralte Courage
enough to fet upon a part of the Trained Bands, and very fairly rout them ; divide
themfelves into Parties, whereof one goes towards Whitc«Hall, and was there fup-
preffed, But at Night theyrally again, Surprife the two Prifons of Newgateand Lud-

gate, feize a Drake-Picce from the Lord Mayor, and in the Morning labour to get
Arms
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Arms, and break open fome Saleimens Shops of Ammumition, and mufter the Maga.
zine at Leaden-Hall, Crying out FOR GOD AND KIN G CHARLES:
and though by this buitle they could do the King no Service, yet we find chae
Loyalty ftill fprung in their Hearts; for when General Mink was on his Journey
to London, he reccives Advice from Commiflary Clarger, that feveral Apprentices
had made InfurrgGion in Eavour of hiin againft Fleetwood’s;Party,. and had declar’d
for the reftoring A Parliament and, Magiftracy, which they faid -was {uPpreffcd by
the Committee of Safety ( who ( by the way ) had Emitted a Proclamation 1o prevent
getting hands to Petitions: ) In this Affair were, Twenty wounded, and Two killed,
and at faft they were all Defeated by Coll. Heswfon. .

In thort,we find vur London Youngters bravely veering®@bout.and dcmonﬂrating their
carnelt defire to reeftablith KingCuarrEsthe Secand, in His Righttul Throne.

And there he is, -4nd that he may there fit undifturbd and fafe trom the Treafo-
nable Defigns of any-kind of Rebel gither Papift or Phargtick, *tis the tirm Refolution
of the Loyal Apprentices of the City of London never go be wanting to demonttrate
theiy Loyalty and. Readinefs to affift the King with their Lives and Fortunestoo when
they comie to enjoy them: And thatno Villain (hould dargo affront their good Prince,
nor anyly infinuating -Rebel have any Hopes to corrupt their Allegianceas they did
heretofore, they have declar’d to the World their fieady Loyalty, by their late Addre(s
which was prefented to his Majefty, and received a favourable Acceptance, ‘@

The Subfeription of which by .many Thoufand Hands, is not all ncither, For we
make no doubt but that there are Twenty Thouland more, as Brisk and Valiane
Young Men that have not had the o portunity to give tliis'er eltimony of their Loyalty,
or} c{q. Révc been farbid to,do it by -tﬁem; \li-PrincipP'd- Malters, or clie, whofe Namcs
afé;' oft in Gathering by the. Malicious Contrivance of 'no Good Subjets to his Ma-
jefty, whofe wills are as ready, .agd thelt Refolutions as firgng to ftand by his Majefty,
and to Guard his Perfon from his Enemies under what names fo ever dittingid(hed, and
that think their Lives too little to fpend in his Service : And let all the Enemies of King
CHARLES IL toke this for granted and Beware, e
. Byt Gnce a fort of unmannerly Backbiters have endeavoured to xeprefent the Defign
and Promoters of our Addrefs in asugly a Shape as they could ; We are refolved 1o
K| Jq]:g‘l;jyvo.rd in our own.Vindication, where by the way we thall nct do M., Javemay
,:gi; pnour to take anyfurther,Natice of his fcandalous refletions: than as they are
‘common to others of his, Church. But.we will fuppofe whatfoever Objections. Malice
it fef can raife againft a thing of thisnature, .

Eiph,.Some fuggeft that we are fet on work by Papifts, Jefuits, and‘the Lord

¢ knows who. :
¢ Secandly, Others, That the Authors and Defigners of the Addrefs are fcandaloug
y -

* Ruffians, :as Mr. Faneway is pleafed 1o call u .

“ Thirdly, That we procured Subfcriptions by indire® Mcans, drawing inidle Fellows
* by Pots of Ale: And that lthgbfcxibers areall Perfonsof ne- Reputation,

¢ Feurthly, Suppofe we were never (o good Boys, and did it for never fo good Ends 4
“yet, forfooth, itdoth not belong to us, and that Apprentices ought not to. meddle
¢ with State-Matters, : T -

¢ And Laftly, That it js aready way to createa mifunderftanding amongft the People,
¢ And that it being a kind of Combination, may caufe a Difturbance among(tthe Youth
“of the City. : :

For the firtt, That we were influenced by Papifts, *Tis falfe 5 for the Contrivers were a]
of the Proteflant Religion, as it is now Eftablifhed by Law: And we are certain there
was never aJefuit inany Gorner of the Room where it was firft Debated.  And belides,
our very Addrefs declares the contrary; for Papilts, aswellas others, are the Party
we aim at.

To the Second, That the Projectors of shis Defign are Scandalons Perfons and Ryffans,
To the Supgefiers of this, the Scorch-man’s Anfwer to Bellarmine is fufficient ; *Tis 5
loud Lye: tor weareall Honeft, Sober F ellows, and born of honeft Parents,

To the Third, Tbar by indiredt ways we procured Hands.  We anfwer, that we never
crols’d the Water to the Hape on Bear-Garden days, tooffer to get Hands there; nor
were ever concerned to createa Bull-baiting, on purpofeto draw the Rabble in, to fill _

up our Number, asfome of the famous Effex-Patriots did co fill up their Petition fora
) Parliament,
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Parliament. *We ncver went (o any Country-Fairs, among(t the Ballad-fingess ; nor
mall' Humility addrficd our flves to the little Boys ot a Free-School to Pleafire us
withtwoor three hundred Hands.  We never hired any onc to fubleribe, norever told
a Refuferthat we would put him in our black Book, as Mr. . H.did thofe that would
natfign his Good old " anfe- Petition, We never called a Conventicle, to get the Well-
Withers togecher: but honettly left our Papers where we thought fit, though the Re-

publica Ratshad fo lietle Manners to 8Paw them in peices when they were full of

As to the Perfons that fubfcribed, let thofe have a care that [candalize any-pne’ Man
of them. »

"And as -to the next Obje&ion, and that which has done Us much prejudicein our
Proceedings, That we meddle sith State-Masters that don’s concern Us.,

We: Anfwer,! That truly we think it belongs as much to Us to Thank the XING
for.'His Goad “Government, and to Teflifie our Refolutions to Serve and Defend
Him; as it'did the Porters and Broom-men that Subferib’d Sir G, Pcritibxh. to tell
His "Majefty-when *twas Good for Him tocall 4 Parliament, A

“But asl for’ Stat¢-Affairs, wefind rone in the Addrefs, we purpofely did avéid jts
and ipon’ that account, though we love to héaLLa.lj{ of the Succeifion going in the
right Line, yet we faid never a word about it, o e

* But'if eur’ Thanking His Majetty for His Gratious D ECLARATION bea mat-
ter of: State 5 we Declare, we thought it had becn for the fatisfaction of Us # well
as Our Maflers, orany body elfe ; tor when the World miade fuch 2 Noif ahput the
Diflolution of .the two lalt Parliaments, and {ome were fo Impudent to {peak hard
wotds: of -our K I NG aboutit; we were very glad at fuch a time ro feé Hig Majetty
Condeferid to tell the World, and Us amonglt the rett, that He had very good Réa~
fon to do-what he did, whereby He removed ail caufe of Complaints or Jealoufie,

Now as we are infinitely (enfible of the Great Benehes and Advantagcs, which his
Majefty hath been pleafed co hold forth unco us in This his moft Gracious Declaration s
fo we likewife Account our felves bound, by All the Tyes of Loyalty and Gratitude,
humbly to prefent our Datitul Acknowledgements to the Best Or SoverE1oNS,
and todeclare unto the World our Firm and Uaalecrabic Refolutions to Expofe our
Lives and Fortunes in the Support, Maintenau.c and Defence of our King and his Go.
vernment, And though the fenfe of Honetly, Jnitice and Allegiance was the Principal
Motive that led 0s to This Addrefs, we had likewife fome regard in it to the Vindica-
tion of our Credits, from the Infamy thatwas cafl upon us by a Pack of Common Scrib-
liing Rafcals, that made the whole Nation ring with the Story of a Confpiracy among
the Apprentic.sto Engage the Nation in new Troubles; and the City in a Defperate
and Bloudy Tumult, Infomuch that we could not do our felves Right, but by fome
Publick Manifettation of our Innocence.

Laftly, As to the Pretence of Thofe'that Envioufly Refle@ upon this our Proceeding,
as a Defign to Create Divifions and Mifunderitandings among his Mujetties Subjects,
we have Diligently Enformed our fclves concerning th Opinions and Pra@®ices of
thofe People : and we find thém to be, for the moft part gllcn of Dangerous Principles,
as Anabaptiits, Stparatifts, and other fores of Diffenters from the Church, and no lefe
Enemies to the Civil Government. So that their Quarrels to us is not for any fear they
haveof our Ditturbing the Publick Peace s but for the Difappointment which our Con-
jun&tion hath given to their Defigns; which they can never be able to put in Executi-
onagainft fo powerful an Oppofition.

So that if they call it a Combination we muft needs maintain that it is bothan Honeft
and a Good One, and that it is fo far from tending to make a Mutiny and Difturbance,
That it has given the City futficient fecurity againit both ; For certainly our very Ad-
drefs it felf 15 fufficicntsto convince the World that we are fenfible of our Duty to
our Sovereign 3 and fuppofing that, The fame Good Principle muft neceffarily influence
us to pay thac Obcedignee and Refpect which is due to all thofe that are in "Authority
under him: And fcci'l& all the Sabfcribers have therein really devoted themfelves to his
Majetties Intercht, ‘tis very improbable that they would make themfelves guilty of any
thing fo contrary :n/l;-l' prejudicial therewito, as are Mutinous and Diforderly Infur-
rections,
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And as the Intentions of our Hearts arc Fair and Peaceable (*for we will rather dye
than entertain {o much as the lealt thought of any unlawful Enterprize ) Sowas the
Time that we Pitch'd upon for our Addrefs as Seafonable too, and much more proper,
than for the importunity of Peremptory and Faious Petitions. For when the Pha..
naticks daily made their Boafts concerning the Number of their Party; which Confidence
made them fo bold as to extend theic Affronts even to his Sacred Majefty, and which
( for ought we knew ) might give them hopes to attempt the Subverfion of the Efta-
- blifh’d Government, which (" the better to Accomplith their Defign ) they had been fo
" Induftrious by Libelling and other bafe Methods to defame : And fecing that (everal
. Effays were daily made to make his MajeRtics Subjects forfeit their Allegiance; and
particilarly upuns our {elves by fome that endeavoured to amufe us with unneceffary

Fears of the lofs of Religionand Trade, and fuch like {pecious pretences : We thought
it not amifs (" at fuch a time ) according to the Example of our Superiors, humbly to
Addrefs our felves to his Majefty, To Acquaint him what a Multitude of Brave Loyal
and True-hearted Lads he has near him, whofe Hearty Affetions to his Perfon and
Government, gnd, their Lo‘}'al Union among them(elves, would make them not afraid
when by him Commanded, To Confront the moft Refolure and Formidable Rebel:
and whofe'Number would render them (if Occafion thould be ) no Jinconfiderable
Guard to his Royal Perfon. :

Ahd thefein to convince all the Infinuating Fatious Crue who endeavour to feduce
us, That we will never again bedecoy’d out of our Duty to our Sovereign, and that
'tl;)ough the Papiffs make the Phanaticks their Tools, yet we will never become the
Phanaticks. .

- To cc,ikncludc, our Addref(s having been honoured with his Majefties Princely Appro-
bation ;. and feeing the Defign of it was Peaceable and Seafonable, as wellas Loyaland '
Dutiful, the World has no Reafon to blame it, nor weto be atham’d to own it.
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